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John Hopkins
Save Rochford & Rapid Creek
Hill City SD 

Thank you for your efforts to bring this gold mining project to public attention.

I too am concerned about the possibility of a large scale surface gold mine just south of 
Rochford, South Dakota along Rapid Creek and the Michelson Trail. As you informed me, this 
area is now under exploration drilling by Mineral Mountain Resources of Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Mineral Mountain Resources currently has access to claims totally nearly 4,700 acres 
which is about the same size as the open pit cyanide heap leach operation at the Warf mine near 
Lead. 

If you do a bit of research you will soon find that large scale open pit cyanide heap leach gold 
mining operations have the potential for and have caused large scale watershed environmental 
disasters. This can occur as a result of a cyanide spill or release or through acid rock drainage if 
sulfur bearing minerals are unearthed during mining as is the case at the Gilt Edge Mine 
superfund site near Lead.   By the way , the clean up at the Gilt Edge is now estimate at $89M 
plus long term maintenance costs while the DENR holds about $20M in bonds. Not counting the 
Gilt Edge, the closest water shed disaster was in Colorado in 2015 when the Gold King Mine 
waste water spill contaminated rivers in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah. Such 
accidents do happen.

In studying the Google map of the Rochford area Rapid Creek looks to meander about 12 to 15 
miles before it enters Pactola Reservoir. If a mining environmental disaster should happen at the 
Rochford site during a high water runoff period with water flow rates at 25 miles per hour it 
would only take 29 to 36 minutes before Pactola was contaminated. The damage to the 
environment including water sports, fishing and the Rapid City water supply would be 
astronomical.

Everybody along Rapid Creek and Rapid City that drinks water should be concerned about this 
potential disaster.

Thanks again for your efforts.

George Kruse

Rapid City, SD




